The journal performance metrics, over four time periods, can be viewed in Table 2 . Most exciting is the consistent increase in the journal's 5-year impact factor as well as the annual impact factor, over the three time periods for which data were available. Generally speaking, from January 2017 to November 2017, we have received an average of about 16 original articles per month (or 159 over 10 months)-which is a fourfold increase when compared with the 2015-2016 time frame. Consistent with the increase in number of submissions, the average time from submission to first decision has also slightly increased from 2014-2015, but remained stable for at least two time periods. Likewise, the reviewer turnaround time has remained fairly stable. The acceptance ratio has consistently decreased for each of the time periods and this year OTJR has accepted 32% of the submitted or peer-reviewed manuscripts.
We have also produced a Special Issue on Public Health and Occupational Therapy with guest editors Julie Bass, PhD, and Nancy Baker, PhD. Articles in this special issue addressed occupational therapy's role in health surveillance, community-centered programs, health inequities and health disparities. These articles clearly articulate the benefits of occupational therapy and public health collaborations to further knowledge in population health and to suggest practice, policy, education, and research implications for occupational therapy (Bass & Baker, 2017) .
As for 2018, we continue to expect growth in our journal. Specifically, we anticipate an increase in research article submissions contributing to occupation, participation, and/or health; an increase in the journal's impact number; and continued growth in the size of our editorial board. We are planning on two exciting opportunities for this year and next. The first is the call for papers (to be released soon) on Robotics, Artificial Intelligence, and Automation-OTJR Special Edition, with guest editors Lili Liu, PhD; Alex Mihailidis, PhD; and editor Sherrilene Classen, PhD. The second is a presentation by editorial board members in collaboration with our SAGE partners at the 2018 annual American Occupational Therapy Association conference on Technology and Manuscript Preparation: A Powerful Must. In this short course, presenters will introduce participants to technological advances and strategies, available from the SAGE site that can help writers increase the rigor of their manuscripts.
We continue to be grateful for the many contributions of our national and international scholars and scientists in occupational therapy and beyond. The editorial board and I are The United States (7) Canada (4) Australia (1) The United States (8) Canada (4) Australia (1) The United States (17) Canada (3) Australia (1) Taiwan (1) Sweden (1) South Africa (1) looking forward to 2018 as a year where we continue to advance our journal according to its mission, while also furthering the science of occupational therapy, and its dynamic relationships to health and participation! Sincerely, Sherrilene Classen, PhD, MPH, OTR/L, FAOTA Editor-in-Chief: OTJR: Occupation, Participation and Health
